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Overview of the political situation In
Burma

e Background information

» Situation of ethnic minorities
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 Background information



Military junta since 1967 - General Ne Win coup. 

Than Shwe since 1992.

Rich natural resources BUT 60% GDP on military and defence. Health only 0.8 GDP in 2006/2007 and Education 1.9 % of GDP. 

In 2000, the WHO ranked Burma’s healthcare system 190th out of 191 countries surveyed.  

1988 protests, thousands killed. 

Aung San Su Kyi, won first free elections in almost 30 years in 1990. Under house arrest since 1989. 

Saffron revolution 2007.



 Ethnic minorities

135 different recognised ethnics groups in Burma

Attempts of “Burmisation” - Accusations of Ethnic cleansing.

Karen fighting for independence since 1949. 

Army gets supplies from local people. Landmines, villages burned.




Burmese migrants in Thailand

» Overview of current situation on the Thai-

Burmese border

 Facts and figures
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International Rescue Committee: 	500,000 Burmese internally displaced persons (IDPs) within eastern Burma

			154,000 living in nine refugee camps in western Thailand

			At least 1.5 million dispersed along the border areas. 



Some have been living in camps for 25 years.



Resettlement programs, mainly to Australia, Canada and USA.



Resettled people quickly replaced by new arrivals in the camp




Access to education for Burmese
“migrants” in Thailand

* In camp

e “Migrant” Schools



School conditions

» General lack of funding

* Buildings and equipment

* Overcrowded classes

e Teacher training and payment

e Curriculum and Language related challenges
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 Building and equipment :



- 40 to 60 students per class

- Bamboos classrooms, tables and chairs

- Lack of basic school material such as pens, books, notebooks

- Example of Sky Blue school, market school

- No heating, leaking roofs


Challenges for students

e Poor working conditions

e Language barriers
» Psychological issues

» Uncertain future — Access to third level

education and employment



Positive aspects of the system

e Continuity in education

 Inclusion of various ethnic groups

» Respect for cultural identity, beliefs and
languages

* Wider curriculum

 Motivation and involvement of teachers



Involvement of NGOs

* Financial and logistical support
» Teacher training
* Development of curriculum

* Third level and vocational programs



Case study
English Immersion Programme In
Umpiem Refugee Camp

* Umpiem Refugee Camp

» World Education and EIP Program



EIP program

* Huge number of applications
e Great motivation of students
 Inclusion of various ethnic groups

A window Into the future


Presenter
Presentation Notes
 12 native language within a group of 24 students


Benefits for the students

» Opportunity to develop new skills (English
language, computer skills, project management,

translation, etc.)
* Access to learning resources

» Contact with “outside world”



Challenges

» Working conditions

» Psychological issues due to experiences
 Fear for relatives and friends

e Concerns - legal status and future
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 Working and living conditions: 

 - Bamboos classroom, leaks in the roofs. 

 - No running water or electricity.

 - Very limited budget for food and general expenses (6 euro per day for the group)

 - Limited movements (curfew, unable to leave the camp).





 Psychological issues: 

Trauma linked to previous experiences

 Self esteem

 No or little contact with friends and family

 Fear for loved ones still in Burma or leaving in other camps.



 Concerns for their future: 

 - Legal status and possible resettlement

 - Possibility of work or further education



 Limitations of the program: possible infantilization of students, contact with friends and family, isolation at the weekend, certification recognition, etc.




Student profiles

« Examples of various backgrounds and
aspirations for the future
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 Students come from various backgrounds: 

One student was a monk for 15 years in Burma, several others were solders in the KNU army, some were teachers in Burma, several were born in several camps of the region and had never been to Burma.



 Students have different aspirations for the future:  Work for local NGOs in the area of human rights, development, women’s rights, environment ; teaching ; journalism.


Questions?
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