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The Education for All Report

•
 

P.26: People who do not speak a country’s official language 
 often face marginalisation in education and beyond

•
 

P. 27: Around 14 million children aged 5 to 17 worldwide 
 have been forcibly displaced by conflict

•
 

P.38: Disadvantages experienced ‐‐‐
 

are reinforced by social 
 attitudes that undermine self‐confidence



Nationalities of Asylum Seekers living in 
Glasgow (Source: Home Office, 2006)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As of August 2006, there were over 5,000 asylum seekers living in eleven different local authorities in Scotland. While Glasgow is currently the only local authority in Scotland that accommodates dispersed asylum seekers, there are 82 asylum seekers living with friends or relatives in ten other local authorities.

Over one third of all asylum seekers in Scotland are nationals of just four countries: the Democratic Republic of Congo, Iran, Pakistan, and Somalia.

While the vast majority of the asylum seeking community in Scotland lives in Glasgow, it accounts for less than 1% of the city’s total population. The proportion of people living in Glasgow who were born outside of the EU is 3.44%. The total population of Glasgow is 578,800.

There are over 1500 asylum seeking children attending school in Glasgow, two thirds of whom attend primary school.

There is a lack of robust information about the number of refugees living in Scotland. Anecdotal evidence suggests that the majority of refugees in Scotland live in Glasgow, with ‘national clusters’ organically forming in different parts of the city. Some of these clusters have sufficient mass to attract refugees from other parts of the UK. However, it is also acknowledged that this ‘pull’ factor is not unique to Glasgow and that other major cities with large numbers of refugees often attract refugees away from Glasgow.

The Department of Work and Pensions reports that 2080 refugees in Glasgow were registered with Jobcentre Plus during 2005. In addition, there are 500 children with refugee status in Glasgow schools, suggesting that the total figure for refugees living in Glasgow is in the region of 3,000 to 4,000.





Refugees as pupils


 

United Nations Convention: Rights of the Child
There is educational entitlement for all children, no matter 

their legal status


 
Immigration and Asylum Act (1999)

Deals with people  as asylum seekers and refugees first
and as children and young people second Save the Children (2000)


 

‘swamping our schools’ David Blunkett,


 
Joint inspection of services for children of asylum 
seekers in the Glasgow City Council area June 2007

The work of schools in promoting inclusion & integration, 
and supporting children’s learning, particularly in 
English language. 



Refugee Pupil Identikit (Jill Rutter)

Unannounced
Traumatised
Transient
Insecure
No choice
No support
Little cash

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Jill Rutter has written extensively about refugee education Some sources do not see a distinction between refugee pupil needs and other migrant pupils.   Rutter’s identikit highlights the differences.



Relationship Web

SIBLINGS

TEACHERS
FRIENDS

COMMUNITY
SHOPKEEPERS

RELATIONS

PEERS

PARENTS

CLUBS

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Developed by Ron Baker and discussed by Jill Rutter

People held in position in their own culture by a relationship web of connections to people and sturctures – provide status, affirmation, connection and belonging



Relationship Web
Sibling(s)?

SCHOOL

Parent?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
On the other side, the refugees relationship web is fragmented and leads too loss of status, identity and security.

School is the constant and has a huge responsibility for ensuring safe and secure and happy border crossing.



I thought 
only English 
people were 
here.   Then I 
saw my 
language.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
My research asked refugee pupils to take photos of what mattered to them in school and to annotate the photos

11 year old boy from Algeria highlighted use of Arabic has important.



Refugee pupils: multi-linguists

I’m Noor. I 
speak Farsi 
and English.

I’m Mariya.   I 
speak Somali 
and English.

I’m 
Rochelle.   
I speak 
French 
and 
English.

I’m Asif. 
How many 
languages 
do you 
speak?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Teacher introduced me to children and asked them to tell me names and languages.

I subsequently characterised school as a multilingual conference where children’s linguistic capital was utilised to benefit of all.



Pedagogy to reach the margins

Mainstreaming
English Language Support
Peer support
Recognition of Difference
Addressing issues related to refugeeness
Integration in and out of school



Bringing the marginalised inside

Social Capital: Teachers using pedagogy 
which develops bonding, bridging and 
linking social capital
Shared Experiences
Shared Tasks
Culturally Responsive pedagogy
Valuing  and sharing of  all children’s 

experience and expertise
Inversion of power structures
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